Carolyn Smith 
Wednesday Feb 5 at 9pm 
Discuss the importance of early identification of children with suspected autism. What professionals are likely to be involved? (CO4,CO5)
The cause of Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) is unknown, speculation has surrounded its origin to be biological.  Children with ASD need to be identified early due to social and communication that surrounds the diagnosis of ASD.  Both social and communication skills are affected and both need to be addressed by professionals.  Social and communication skills can improve with early interventions.  Interprofessional assessment team that may consist of a speech and language therapist, behavioral therapist, and ESE teacher.
Discuss the perspectives of the Deaf community towards cochlear implants. Use the film series “Sound and Fury” to augment the discussion. (CO4,CO5)
The deaf community asserts that deaf children don't need cochlear implants.  Since the 1980s according to Rana (2017), cochlear implants have been controversial.  The deaf community argues that the implant is not a cure for deafness (Rana, 2017).  Within the deaf community, deafness is nothing that needs to be fixed or cured.  It is something to be proud of.  The deaf community feels they are apart of a culture within a culture.  They do not see themselves as speech or hearing impaired but as bilingual.
Debate the statement "Learning language in any form is more important than learning to use residual hearing."
Children who have developed some language before losing their hearing, the loss of hearing does not affect their speech, these children had rapid improvement in speech.  Any residual hearing that a child may have can be eliminated.
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Yadira Suarez Pita 
Yesterday Feb 6 at 11:54pm 
Discussion: Autism and Hearing Impairment affects on language
1. Discuss the importance of early identification of children with suspected autism. What professionals are likely to be involved? 
Children with ASD need to be identified early on so that intervention can begin at a young age. Since ASD affects both social and communication abilities of children, professionals need to address both of these domains. Several studies indicate that both can be improved through early intervention and that this early intervention facilitates the connections between various neural structures that are important for sensorimotor functions. Concerning communication characteristics can be observed by 18 months of age. These include the absence of eye contact, joint attention, and appropriate responses to people. Neurologist, Primary Pediatrician, Caregivers, Educators and Behavior Analysts are professional who should be involved during the identification and treatment.
2. Discuss the perspectives of the Deaf community towards cochlear implants. Use the film series “Sound and Fury” to augment the discussion. 
A CI is a device that uses electrodes implanted into the cochlea, where it delivers electrical signals to the eighth (auditory) nerve. The benefits of improved speech perception, speech production, and language development from having cochlear implants can vary, depending on the combination of a number of variables. One of these variables is whether the CI is a single-channel or a multichannel device. Multichannel devices provide information about more frequencies relevant to speech stimuli than single-channel devices.
Although CI technology has produced quite remarkable results for children’s language development, it is important to ensure that all individuals involved in working with children with CIs, including the children themselves, adopt realistic expectations about the range of possible outcomes for the children in terms of their expressive and receptive speech and language abilities and in terms of their social inclusion.
"Sound and Fury" is a documentary film released in 2000 about two American families with young deaf children and their conflict over whether or not to give their children cochlear implants, surgically implanted devices that may improve their ability to hear but there are concerns about how the device will change the recipient's relationship with deaf culture and whether there can ever be a true connection between those who hear sounds and those who hear only silence.
3. Debate the statement "Learning language in any form is more important than learning to use residual hearing.
People with hearing loss and their families often need special skills to be able to learn language and communicate. These skills can be used together with hearing aids, cochlear implants, and other devices that help people hear. There are several approaches that can help, each emphasizing different language learning skills.
Residual hearing is the ability to hear some sounds even if a hearing loss exists. Inserting a cochlear implant destroys any residual hearing in the operated ear. Thus, one can not turn back. Therefore, some families choose a single approach because that’s what works best for them. Other people choose skills from two or more approaches because that’s what works best for them. In my opinion depends of what the individual is able to face since each approach has its benefits and risks. 
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